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the conference program that can 
help transform these challenges into 
opportunities and successes. Examples 
of these transformations are evident 
in this year’s program with sessions 
dedicated to discussing the process 
of moving from department level to 
“enterprise” systems through unifying 
information management tools. 

URISA’s Workshop Development 
Committee has been working with 
dozens of authors, instructors and 
reviewers to significantly update the 
workshop offerings. We’re proud 
to offer such a fine selection of full-
day educational opportunities to 
kick-off the conference. Attendance 
at a workshop is included with 
your conference registration, so be 
sure to read through the workshop 
descriptions and choose the workshop 
that will meet your needs or, better yet, 
challenge you to think beyond your 
current needs. 

During Monday’s opening session, 
URISA President, Martha Lombard 
will present the association’s 2003 
Special Service and Exemplary Systems 
in Government (ESIG) Awards and 
introduce special guests. A special, and 
much-anticipated, highlight of this 
session will be the introduction of the 
first class of GIS Certified Professionals! 
(There will be several opportunities 
during the conference to learn 
about the details of the certification 
program.)

URISA is honored to welcome 
Michael J. Shiffer, PhD, Vice President, 
Planning & Development for the 
Chicago Transit Authority (on leave 

from the University of Illinois), as 
this year’s keynote speaker. He will 
be addressing the conference on the 
topic of Reshaping Mass Transit with 
Technology, a significant problem in 
Atlanta and in other cities around the 
world. 

URISA’s NSDI Task Force is hard at 
work putting together an important 
follow-up session to the Federal/Local 
Partnerships Summit. The event, 
held May 21 in Washington, D.C., 
was convened to inform local, state 
and federal officials, as well as the 
private sector, about five federal 
initiatives and how all concerned 
parties can collaborate to minimize 
redundancy, maximize scarce dollars 
and produce results that serve all levels 
of government. The Closing Plenary 
Session to URISA 2003 will explore the 
important developments and future 
progress of this important topic. You 
won’t want to miss it! 

Of course, people attend the 
conference for the educational 
program and access to vendors. 

Get ready to pack your bags and head 
to Atlanta this October for URISA’s 41st 
Annual Conference! 

Your peers will converge on the 
Atlanta Marriott Marquis, in the heart 
of downtown Atlanta, to share success 
stories and challenges and learn from 
each other. URISA 2003 will provide a 
diverse program of technical sessions, 
workshops, social events, exhibits, 
and networking opportunities while 
providing a forum for highlighting 
best practices from around the world 
that improve urban and regional 
environments through the utilization of 
IT/GIS approaches and methods. 

The key subject areas that will be 
covered in educational sessions include:
    e-Government
    Public Health
    Enterprise Operations
    Transportation Systems
    Public Works
    Economic Development
    Natural Resources
    Asset Management
    Homeland Security
    Emergency Operations
    Policy Planning
    Urban and Regional Planning
    Partnerships
    Social, Cultural, and Environmental 

Planning
    Other Hot Topic Areas

The conference will provide 
real world examples of proven 
methodologies and processes that are 
common challenges of state, regional, 
and local governments. The goal is 
to provide fresh perspectives through 



Important URISA 
Dates to Remember

September 1, 2003
Last day to submit abstracts for 2004 
GIS/IT in Public Works Conference

September 16, 2003
Deadline date for discounted early 
registration rate and hotel reservations 
for URISA 2003

October 3, 2003
Last day to submit abstracts for 2004 
Integrating GIS & CAMA Conference

October 11-15, 2003
URISA’s 41st Annual Conference
Atlanta, GA

February 25–27, 2004
IT/GIS in Public Works Conference
Charlotte, NC

March 28–31, 2004
Integrating GIS & CAMA 2004 
Conference
Austin, TX

The Urban and Regional Information 

Systems Association (URISA) is the 

premier professional association for 

those involved in improving our urban 

and regional environments through the 

effective use of information technology. 

Professionals in planning, economic 

development, information systems, 

emergency services, natural resources, 

public works, transportation, and other 

departments within state and local 

government have depended on URISA 

for professional development and 

educational needs since 1963. Through 

its international, national and local 

chapter operations, URISA serves nearly 

8,000 professionals.
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Thank you to all URISA members who 
sent in their election ballots this year! 

President-Elect
Dianne Haley, who 
most recently was the 
Corporate GIS Business 
Consultant for the City of 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 

is leaving the City after 21 years of 
service to become the GIS Program 
Coordinator at the Alberta Energy and 
Utilities Board. 

Dianne will become President-
Elect in October, and will assume the 
URISA presidency the following year. 
She has been active in the URISA 
organization at both the local and 
international levels for the past fifteen 
years, from speaking and moderating 
at URISA conferences to serving on the 
Board of Directors from 1999-2002 
and as the Board Secretary, 2001-
2002. Among many other volunteer 
activities, Dianne has been extremely 
active on the URISA Chapter Relations 
Committee and has held numerous 
positions of leadership within the 
URISA Alberta Chapter. 

In her Statement to the 
Membership, Dianne included, 
“URISA offers a tremendous resource 
of information in the fields of urban 
information systems and integration 
of information technologies. This 
sharing of the concepts, ideas and 
experiences used to solve urban and 
regional problems, has proven to be 
one of the strengths and benefits of 
our organization. We must continue 
to build on these strengths by 
providing the forums for discussion 
among members and encouraging 
and developing strategic partnerships 
with other national and international 
organizations. We must continue 
employing emerging technologies 
to provide alternate, cost-effective 
methods to facilitate information 

access and exchange, to enhance 
the provision of member services, 
and to encourage the growth of the 
organization and move it forward to 
the future.“

Board Members
Three members will join the URISA 
Board of Directors when the URISA 
2003 Annual Conference concludes in 
Atlanta this October. 

Kathrine Cargo, GIS/
Mapping Coordinator for 
the Orleans Parish Com-
munication District in 
New Orleans, will join the 

Board after 12 years of active mem-
bership and contributions. Kathrine 
is a frequent presenter and attendee 
at, not only the URISA Annual Con-
ference, but also at a number of the 
organization’s specialty conferences. 
She has served on the Annual Confer-
ence Program Committee and has 
been involved, as Chair and member, 
of the Chapter Relations Committee 
for a number of years. 

Steve Kinzy, St. Louis Re-
gional Manager for ESRI, 
has been a URISA mem-
ber since 1972! A mem-
ber of the URISA Board of 

Directors from 1978-1982, Steve has 
been a recipient of a number of URISA 
Awards and helped to establish both 
the URISA Workshop and Exemplary 
Systems in Government (ESIG) pro-
grams. Steve is a frequent presenter 
and author and brings a wealth of 
valuable experience and URISA history 
to the Board. 

Lisa Lubeley is the GIS 
Manager for the City of 
Escondido, California. 
She has been a URISA 
member for 10 years and 

has been involved with the organiza-
tion in a variety of ways from present-
ing at URISA conferences to serving on 
the URISA Annual Conference Program 
Committee. She has been extremely 
active in the Southern California URISA 
Chapter. President, Vice President, 
Chapter Advisor and National URISA 
Liaison are just some of the chapter 
leadership positions she has held. 

URISA was honored that three 
extremely qualified and active URISA 
members: Tom Conry, GIS Manager 
for Fairfax County, VA; Fred Halfen, 
VP of the Photogrammetry Division 
of Ayres Associates; and Susan Carson 
Lambert, Intergovernmental Advisor 
to USGS on the National Map, also 
lent their names to the ballot this 
year. The results of this year’s election 
were closer than anyone at HQ can 
remember. That’s a sure sign of a top-
notch slate of candidates! 

At the close of URISA 2003 in 
Atlanta, the terms of service for these 
Board members will conclude:
    Peirce Eichelberger, Past-President, 

GIS Manager for Chester County, 
PA

    Cindy Domenico, Treasurer, 
Assessor for Boulder County, CO

    Bruce Joffe, Secretary, GIS 
Consultants, Oakland, CA

    Ed Wells, GeoDecisions, 
Washington, DC

We thank them, in advance, for 
their dedication and service to URISA 
and anticipate many more years of 
continued involvement!

2003-2004 Board of Directors 
Election Results

URISA would also like to thank Amy 
Ahner, Assistant Director of Econom-
ic Redevelopment for the Village of 
Glenview, IL and Bob Brutvan, of 
AirPhoto USA/Meridian Mapping, 
for taking time out of their days 
to come to URISA Headquarters to 
count the ballots! 



URISA's 41st (continued from front page)

GIS Day 2003 will take place on 
Wednesday, November 19. This year, 
there is even more to celebrate, be-
cause 2003 marks the fifth anniver-
sary of GIS Day! It’s not too early to 
start planning your celebration. Visit 
www.gisday.com for ideas and to reg-
ister your event. 

On the GIS Day website, you will 
also find a variety of materials available 
to help you plan your event, including 
PowerPoint presentations, logos, 
sample agendas, banners and grade-
specific activities for students. Consider 
asking your Governor, Mayor, or other 
public official to declare November 19, 
2003, as GIS Day in your City or State. 
Example letters and templates are 
available online. 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter of URISA 
is planning a capstone regional event 
for GIS Day at the Franklin Institute 
Science Museum in Philadelphia, 
PA. The evening event will feature 

Join the GIS Day Celebration
an educational focus, incorporating 
interactive exhibits and presentations 
in the Tuttleman IMAX theater. 
Additional Details are available on the 
MAC URISA website: http://www-
gis.wcupa.edu/macurisa
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But one of the greatest benefits of 
attending the URISA conference is the 
network of professionals with whom 
you can share ideas and really grow 
to depend on as your career develops. 
Between the Sunday Opening 
Reception, roundtable luncheon, 
refreshment breaks, and the Tuesday 
Night Social Event, there is ample 
opportunity to form relationships with 
those who “have been there before” 
or are currently facing similar situations 
to you in their own careers.

It has been a pleasure putting this 
year’s program together, and I want to 
formally thank all those involved who 
have helped develop an outstanding 
program. To the Conference 
Committee: thanks for all of your 
hard and dedicated work. To all URISA 
members and non-members: I look 
forward to seeing you in Atlanta!

You already should have your 
copy of the Preliminary Program. 
Visit www.urisa.org regularly for 

conference updates and additions.

Eastern States Cadastral Forum

The Eastern States Cadastral Steering 
Committee will be presenting a Ca-
dastral Forum on October 14, 2003, 
during the URISA 2003 Conference 
in Atlanta. The purpose of this Fo-
rum is: To accelerate the implemen-
tation of a comprehensive system of 
parcel and land record information 
in the Eastern United States.

This Forum will focus on the use 
of land records for land planning, 
emergency management and the 
realty and titling industry. It is 
structured to garner input from the 
attendees in terms of priorities for 
the collection, use, dissemination 
and access to land records to 
support decision-making. The results 
of this event will help guide national 
legislation and policy formation. 
Visit the URISA conference website, 
www.urisa.org, for specific details 
about this Forum. All URISA 
conference attendees are welcome 
to attend. 

http://www-gis.wcupa.edu/macurisa
http://www-gis.wcupa.edu/macurisa
http://www.urisa.org
http://www.urisa.org


New URISA Member Benefit — The Virtual Resource Center
URISA is pleased to announce yet another way for URISA members to easily 
gather information that can help in their professional development—the Virtual 
Resource Center. The Virtual Resource Center features a number of FREE re-
sources that may be used to supplement your existing GIS and IT knowledge.  

Currently, the VRC contains electronic publications, back issues of the 
URISA Journal (beginning with Volume 1, Number 1 from the Fall of 1989), and 
URISA Conference Proceedings dating to 1989. Additions to this page will be 
frequent so check back often for new publications and member opportunities. 

How to find it: visit the URISA website —www.urisa.org— and click the 
Members Only icon. Simply provide your URISA username (urisamember) 
and password (information) and enjoy the content. 
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President’s Column

Heading “Down Under”
by Martha Lombard, URISA President, Spatial Focus, Inc., Birmingham, AL, mlombard@spatialfocus.com

Martha
Lombard

In a few weeks, I’ll be traveling to 
Australia to participate in the first an-
nual conference of the Spatial Sciences 
Consortium—our new sister association 
down-under. In the past few years, five 
Australian geo-sciences associations have 
been meeting and working to develop 
a plan for consolidation, to better serve 
their members and to advance geosci-
ences in Australia. They’ve asked me to 
speak at their opening session about the 
state of the profession here in the U.S., 
and how URISA is working in an increas-
ingly competitive environment. 

This set me to thinking—how 
is URISA working to further our 
profession, and what is our vision 
for the future? During the past year, 
URISA has taken a very real leadership 
position on a number of issues, most 
importantly the certification of GIS 
professionals. As our pilot program is 
now winding up, we will be able to 
announce our first group of certified 
GIS professionals in October. This has 
taken a huge amount of time and 
effort on the part of our Certification 
Committee, our URISA staff, and the 
many volunteers in the Georgia chapter 
who agreed to participate in the pilot. 

URISA has also worked hard 
this year to become the forum for a 
dialogue between our predominantly 
local government membership, and 
the federal agencies. In the wake of 
September 11, many federal programs 
designed to improve homeland 
security have been created, and 
many locals are still wondering how 
they fit into this picture. Increasing 
interaction between all levels is critical 
to the success of these programs. Our 
Federal Summit, in May, provided an 
excellent forum for local government 
representatives to hear about these 
programs, atnd to ask questions of 
the Federal Agencies. Much of the 
discussion from that meeting will be 
reviewed at our annual conference 
in Atlanta (October 11-15). Recently 

we also reviewed the FGDC’s draft 
Addressing Standards, and provided 
comments, noting, among other 
things, the lack of local government 
representation on the committee 
that formulated them. We are 
currently reviewing the One-Stop 
draft data content proposal, and will 
provide comments on behalf of the 
membership as well.

More exciting, we are in the 
process of forming a GeoCorps. 
Modeled on both the Peace Corps and 
the Geek Corps, both dedicated groups 
of volunteers who bring technical 
expertise at a one-to-one level to other 
countries, the GeoCorps will provide 
a vehicle for GIS professionals from 
the United States to visit communities 
around the world and work side-by-side 
with colleagues who are still exploring 
the world of GIS. Response to the start 
up announcements for GeoCorps have 

been overwhelming. I don’t think we 
realized how many of our members 
would give up vacations to go work in 
a GIS office overseas! 

Unlike our Australian counterparts, 
however, we have not taken concrete 
steps as yet to sit down seriously with 
our sister associations here in the U.S.: 
GITA, ASPRS, ASCM, AAG, APA, IAAO, 
and others to talk about how to work 
together. In Australia, this was not an 
easy process, nor a quick one. Long 
held loyalties and individual certification 
processes within each of the member 
associations created significant issues 
that needed to be resolved before any 
kind of merger could be achieved. 
In this era of declining dollars at all 
levels of government, we need to look 
beyond our own interests to those of 
the profession, and work with others 
to create the best possible educational 
and technical opportunities for all 
members of the geospatial professions. 
Whether this is done by one or a group 
or organizations, it’s time for all of us 
to work together. We have successfully 
established models for cooperation with 
IAAO on the GIS/CAMA conference, 
and with NENA, the USPS and the 
Census Bureau on the Street Smart 
conference. It is my hope that we can 
develop more of these opportunities, 
and move forward by broadening and 
extending our perspectives.



ESRI Ad
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Welcome New Corporate and 
Business Members

Corporate Members
Accela
Autodesk 
Ayres Associates, Inc. 
BAE SYSTEMS ADR
Bowne Management Systems, Inc. 
CadCorp
DeLorme
Digitalglobe 
ESRI
Federal Geographic Data Committee 
GenaWare, Inc. 
Genesys International Corporation
Geographic Technologies Group 
GRW Aerial Surveys
Hewlett-Packard
Intergraph Mapping & GIS Solutions 
Intergraph Services Company
Kucera International, Inc. 
LaserFiche Document Imaging and Document Man-
agement
Manatron
Merrick & Company
Mobile Video Services, Inc. 
National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA)
Navigation Technologies  
PlanGraphics Inc. 
RAMTeCH Corporation
Robinson Engineering, Ltd.
Rolta Corporation
Sanborn
The Schneider Corporation
The Sidwell Company
Space Imaging
Stewart Geo Technologies, Inc. 
Surdex Corporation

Business Members
AirPhotoUSA
Ameregis
Angus Geosolutions Inc.(AGSI)
Bluegrass GIS, Inc.
Colorado CustomWare, Inc.
Geographic Mapping Consultants
Geospatial Training and Consulting, Inc. 
GIS Planning, Inc.
Global InfoSci
Great Arc Technologies
Hartman & Associates
Municipal GIS Partners, Inc.
New Light TechNologies, Inc. 
Orion Technology Inc
Pixoneer Geomatics
PJN Consulting Inc.
Spatial Focus, Inc.
System Development.Integration
Systems Design, Inc.
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National Imagery and Mapping 
Agency (NIMA)
4600 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816-5003 
http://www.nima.mil/ 

The National Imagery and Mapping 
Agency (NIMA), an intelligence and 
combat support agency, produces 
Geospatial Intelligence in support of 
national security.  NIMA functions in 
the areas of national security; safety 
of navigation; satellite based imagery 
intelligence; cartographic produc-
tion; and global information systems 
development.  NIMA’s headquarters is 
located in Bethesda, MD. Visit http://
www.nima.mil/ for more information.

Geospatial Training and Consulting, Inc.
399 S. President Ave.
Lancaster PA  17603
(717) 397-1961, Fax: (717) 397-1961 
http://www.gtcgis.com 

Geospatial Training and Consulting, 
Inc. (GTC) offers a top quality GIS 
training experience for our customers. 
Our ESRI Authorized Instructor has 
trained 1000+ clients in the use of Arc-
GIS, ArcInfo, and ArcView GIS.

By offering the most 
comprehensive suite of ESRI 
Authorized Courses, emphasis is 
placed on client development versus 
simply training. This is managed 
by providing a logical progression 
of courses as recommended by the 
software vendor (ESRI). GTC hosts 
training courses for open enrollment at 
various locations Nationwide or at your 
location. For course availability please 
see our 2003 course calendar: http://

www.gtcgis.com/traincal/traincal.htm 
GTC also offers consulting services:
    Programming Support Services 

(Visual Basic, VBA, Avenue, AML) 
    Custom Application Development 

(ArcGIS, ArcInfo, ArcView 3.x-8.x) 
    Consulting Services (GIS 

Implementation, Migration 
Planning, Needs Assessments) 

Orion Technology Inc. 
1550 Sixteenth Avenue 
Building “C” North 
Richmond Hill, Ontario Canada L4B 3K9 
(905) 508-6900,  Fax: (905) 737-0567
www.oriongis.org

Orion Technology Inc. is a GIS con-
sulting company, offering services to 
organizations that want to take full 
advantage of technological innovation 
in GIS, database management systems, 
and web deployment technologies.

Orion’s OnPoint™ provides a thin-
client (20K without graphics), server 
centric, component based, extensible 
web-GIS solution, using ESRI’s ArcIMS 3.x 
/ 4.x core technology. OnPoint™ allows 
you to perform GIS functions previously 
available only in powerful desktop 
applications. OnPoint allows organizations 
to post their GIS data on the web FAST!

Orion Technology Inc. was proud 
to announce the launch of OnPoint 
Professional at the ESRI San Diego 
Conference July/2003. This application 
has all the same functionality of 
OnPoint plus many more new and 
exciting features such as,
1.   Notification/Marketing Tool
2.   Document Viewer 
3.   Advanced Searching Capabilities
4.   Multi-Level Joins 
5.   Dynamic Reports 

Orion’s InstaMAP is a web-based appli-
cation, allowing users to produce carto-

graphic quality maps. This type of map 
production capability was previously 
only available to skilled GIS staff. Using 
InstaMAP allows ANYONE to produce 
cartographic quality maps over the 
web. With Orion’s OnPoint™, OnPoint 
Professional™ and InstaMAP, your GIS 
data becomes the asset it was always 
intended to be; a resource at work in 
the hands of many.Test drive OnPoint 
and InstaMAP at www.orion-gis.com

http://www.nima.mil/
http://www.nima.mil/
http://www.nima.mil/
http://www.gtcgis.com
http://www.gtcgis.com/traincal/traincal.htm
http://www.gtcgis.com/traincal/traincal.htm
http://www.oriongis.com


Industry News

Autodesk, Inc. announced implementation of 
the Open GIS® Web Map Service (WMS) Speci-
fication, an industry consensus specification that 
enables organizations to efficiently, effectively, 
and immediately share and visualize data. 

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solutions 
and its exclusive partner in India, Rolta India Lim-
ited (Rolta), are the principal sponsors of “The 
Festival of the Great Arc” - the celebration of the 
survey of the Indian Sub-Continent 200 years 
ago, led by Col. Lambton and George Everest. 
The festival is part of a major initiative to pro-
mote and create awareness about the benefits 
of geospatial technology in India.

Kucera International Inc. has become the first 
company to operate the Leica ALS50 LiDAR sys-
tem.  Kucera’s ALS50 system has a continuous 
operating altitude from 200 m to 4000 m, a field 
of view from 10º to 75º, a 22 to 58 kHz pulse 
rate, three range and intensity returns, roll stabi-
lization, and superior laser scanning optics which 
maximize data return quantity and quality. 

Leica Geosystems has announced that support 
for JPEG2000 data is now available within its 
ERDAS IMAGINE® V8.6 image processing and 
photogrammetry product lines.

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solutions 
announced it has awarded the first 20 among 100 
available grants to qualifying organizations through 
the international Intergraph Open Interoperability 
Program, established to promote and emphasize 
the use of OpenGIS(R) specifications from the 
geospatial industry standards body, the Open 
GIS Consortium (OGC). For more details on the 
projects being undertaken for the grants, visit http:
//imgs.intergraph.com/interop/grant.asp.

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solu-
tions, in collaboration with the University 
Consortium for Geographic Information Sci-
ence (UCGIS), announced a GeoMedia research 
grant opportunity for UCGIS members. Further-
ing UCGIS’ longstanding commitment to the 
geographic sciences and education, the grant is 
open to any member using or intending to use 
Intergraph’s GeoMedia technology as the foun-
dation for GIS research. The GeoMedia research 
grant will award $5,000 (U.S.) cash funding and 
a $50,000 software donation in recognition of 
an exceptional and innovative applied research 
proposal submitted by a UCGIS member.

ORBIMAGE announced that their OrbView-3 
high-resolution earth imaging satellite was 
successfully launched into space on June 26 
at 3:05 p.m. (EDT) onboard a Pegasus® rocket 
provided by Orbital Sciences Corporation from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB), California. 
Approximately 10 minutes after the rocket igni-
tion at 2:55 p.m. (EDT), the OrbView-3 satellite 
separated as planned from the Pegasus rocket 
into its sun-synchronous, near-polar, circular or-
bit. Initial communications with the satellite were 
established from ORBIMAGE’s ground terminal 
in Point Barrow, Alaska approximately 1 hour 
and 13 minutes after separation, with initial data 

indicating that the satellite’s main systems are 
operating nominally as expected.
 
Exor Corporation announced that the Welsh 
Assembly Government has merged eight 
regional Routine Maintenance Management 
System (RMMS) databases, originally hosted at 
the regional Agent (public authority) sites, into 
a single centralized database accessible by both 
the Assembly and its Agents. The new, combined 
database and software is now hosted by Exor on 
a server at the vendor’s facilities, and is accessible 
by all participants over the Internet.

People News
Chris Markel, lead analyst for the transportation 
group at GeoDecisions®, was recently elected 
president of the Pennsylvania Mapping and Geo-
graphic Information Consortium (PaMAGIC). 

Rolta International announced the addition of 
Robert W. (Bob) Britton as Director - Business 
Development. Britton will be responsible for 
business development activities in the South and 
Midwest regions of the United States as well as 
major telecommunications accounts.

Peter Croswell, executive consultant with 
PlanGraphics, Inc., was recently certified as 
an Emergency Number Professional (ENP) by 
the National Emergency Number Association 
(NENA). NENA has established this certification 
program to recognize professionals in the emer-
gency response and dispatch fields.

Don Mangus has joined the staff of The Sidwell 
Company as their new Manager of Photogram-
metry.

Bob Kelley has accepted a promotion to be the 
Manager of Technology for the Clark County 
Assessor’s Office in Las Vegas, Nevada. In this 
position, he will support technical programs and 
systems in the office located in one of the fastest 
growing metropolitan areas in the country. The 
Clark County Assessor’s Office has aggressively 
pursued leading edge technology in GIS, CAMA, 
Internet and imaging.

Project Awards
The Douglas County Colorado Treasurer’s Of-
fice has selected Systems Design Inc. (SDI) and 
Govern Software Inc. to replace and modernize 
its legacy Tax Billing, Collection & Disbursement 
System. 

Merrick & Company has a new agreement with 
the Tallahassee-Leon County Interlocal GIS Orga-
nization (TLC GIS) (Tallahassee, Florida) to deliver 
a countywide digital elevation model (DEM), 2’ 
contours, and spot elevations generated from a 
LIDAR surface model and aerial photography.

Autodesk, Inc. announced that Florida’s State 
Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) has se-
lected Autodesk MapGuide® software to help 
disaster workers and the public respond to 
hurricanes and other disasters, either natural 
or man-made. The Tallahassee-based SEOC 
will use Autodesk MapGuide software as the 

backbone for various websites that offer flood 
maps, evacuation routes, and shelter locations, 
as well as homeland security websites used by 
law enforcement officials.

Autodesk also announced that the City of West 
Palm Beach, Florida, has selected Autodesk Map-
Guide® software to manage and distribute GIS 
information to all city employees and the gen-
eral public. The city is using Autodesk MapGuide 
software to improve the sharing of homeland 
security and emergency information among city 
departments, and to power a GIS Web site (http:
//www.wpbgis.com) that allows visitors to select 
from more than 100 types of maps.

Surdex Corporation has been awarded a $2.7 
million contract by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Farm Services Agency, Aerial 
Photography Field Office for the 2003 National 
Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP). The project 
entails the acquisition of 1:40,000 scale color or 
color infrared aerial photography for the states of 
Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas during the sum-
mer of 2003. Surdex will produce nearly 16,000 
1 or 2-meter resolution digital orthophotos for the 
220,000 square miles of coverage for a fall delivery. 
Surdex’s teammates include Keystone Aerial Ser-
vices, M.J. Harden and Associates, Tuck Engineer-
ing, Science Applications International Corporation 
(SAIC), Aerial Surveys International and John F. Ken-
nefic Photogrammetric Consultants.

Digital Data Technologies, Inc. (DDTI) has 
provided Logan County (OH) with an intelligent 
road centerline base map and software that will 
ultimately save the county time, money, and per-
haps lives. The map, which DDTI created with its 
voice and data recording system, is comprised of 
three-dimensional road centerlines and field-veri-
fied address locations. Additional information that 
could impact the routing of emergency vehicles 
was also collected, such as one-way restrictions, 
traffic control devices, railroad crossings, speed 
limits, school zones, as well as bridge and culvert 
locations. “With the cooperation of Sprint, DDTI 
was able to check every address in our 9-1-1 
database and generate a discrepancy list where 
addresses might not match the map,” said Janet 
Lookabaugh, Logan County Dispatch Supervisor. 
“We can now be confident that when a call comes 
in, it will show up in the iView E9-1-1 software at 
the correct location. Helping direct responders, 
especially around areas that are difficult to access, 
will be a big benefit.”

Digital Data Technologies, Inc. (DDTI) an-
nounced the release of four more Ohio County 
Auditor websites today. Trumbull, Muskingum, 
Fulton and Hardin Counties have signed agree-
ments with DDTI to upgrade their web solutions. 
That raises the total number of Ohio County 
Auditors & Engineers onboard with DDTI to 24, 
now making DDTI the leader in bringing Ohio 
county tax maps and parcel data online.

Merrick & Company was awarded a new 
$395,000 contract to deliver color digital ortho-
photography and updated planimetric features 
to be used in the City of Glendale’s (CA) GIS.
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GeoSpatial World 2003, the third 
annual Intergraph GeoSpatial Users 
Community International Training 
and Management Conference at-
tracted more than 1,000 customers, 
prospects, and exhibitors from more 
than 40 countries to New Orleans to 
learn about “Smart Solutions – Smarter 
Decisions,” the theme of this year’s 
conference. 

More than 175 technical 
sessions focused on customer 
applications, technology previews 
and demonstrations, and industry 
solutions and products while an array 
of international exhibitors showcased 
developments and fresh ideas for 
improving user workflows.

The three-day event included 
insightful keynote addresses; the 
announcement of several awards 
program winners; recognition of top 
Intergraph Team GeoMedia members; 
induction of seven members into the 
100 Percent Club; introduction of 
a new online GIS training program; 
announcement of a reseller agreement 
with Safe Software; IGUC Network 
meetings; and “Ask the Experts,” which 
gave attendees the opportunity to meet 
with Intergraph’s support and training 
team in a one-on-one setting to discuss 

specific products or questions.

GeoSpatial World 2003 officially 
kicked off Monday, May 19, with 
a keynote address from Intergraph 
Mapping and Geospatial Solutions 
President Preetha Pulusani, during 
which she presented a broad overview 
of the geospatial industry in today’s 
market and Intergraph’s role as a 
leading provider of comprehensive 
geospatial solutions. 

In summarizing the vision of the 
company, Pulusani referenced the 
open technology standards used by 
Intergraph customers, the innovative 
solutions, the measurable and 
identifiable benefits, and an impressive 
list of global, world-class users. She told 
Intergraph users, “In short, you’re in 
great company.”

Monday afternoon began the 
break-out sessions that ran through 
Wednesday, with topics spanning 
product updates, product and solution 
demonstrations, hands-on workshops, 
specific geospatial implementations 
presented by Intergraph customers, and 
much more. Session topics paralleled 
targeted tracks such as applications 
development, education, foundations, 
local/regional government solutions, 
military and intelligence solutions, 
national government solutions, 
transportation industry solutions, and 
utilities and communications. 

The second day of the conference 
began with a keynote presentation by 
the National Imagery and Mapping 
Agency (NIMA) Technical Executive 
Roberta (Bobbi) Lenczowski, during 
which she detailed NIMA’s mission to 
provide timely, relevant, and accurate 
geospatial intelligence as a core 
component of its defense strategy 
to protect U.S. national interests 
and security while emphasizing the 
need to enable wisdom for those 
who make policy and decisions with 
data, information, and knowledge. 
Lenczowski provided attendees with 
insight into a contiguous, three-

dimensional, spatial infrastructure 
that will support military and 
intelligence customers. NIMA will 
be a coordinating organization that 
will implement a newly released 
policy that continues to promote the 
development of a commercial remote 
sensing industry. 

Concluding the presentation, 
Pulusani presented the inaugural 
Geospatial Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Mr. Larry Ayers in recognition 
of his outstanding contribution to 
the mapping, GIS, and geospatial 
communities. A former executive vice 
president of Intergraph and deputy 
director of the Defense Mapping 
Agency (the predecessor of NIMA), 
Ayers has earned numerous national 
accolades during his more than 40-year 
career. 

The Products, Projects, and 
Solutions Exhibit Hall proved to be a 
popular attraction for attendees. In 
addition, ongoing live demonstrations 
were conducted in the Demo Theater, 
providing more details on select 
solutions featured on the exhibit floor.  

On Tuesday evening, attendees 
were given the opportunity to 
experience the true spirit of New 
Orleans at Mardi Gras World. 
Surrounded by magnificent floats used 
during the annual Mardi Gras parades, 
attendees enjoyed a buffet dinner of 

Conference Report: GeoSpatial World 2003

continued on page 11

Preetha Pulusani, president, Intergraph 
Mapping and Geospatial Solutions

Technical Executive 

David D. Holmes, director of worldwide 
product strategy, Intergraph Mapping and 

Geospatial Solutions
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On July 7, nearly 11,000 GIS profes-
sionals from many countries, interests, 
and disciplines joined ESRI President, 
Jack Dangermond at the company’s 
23rd Annual ESRI International User 
Conference in San Diego. In his open-
ing remarks, Dangermond told the 
diverse group of GIS users that the 
week ahead would be all about GIS 
and geography—sharing, learning, 
and having fun.

Geography and GIS—Serving Our 
World, the conference theme, focused 
on honoring the work of ESRI’s user 
community as they serve their respective 
communities and recognizing that the 
whole of technology is moving toward 
serving our environment as it provides 
better ways to represent issues on a 
global scale. 

“As things become more digital, 
we begin to capture everything we 
know and make it available to anyone 
anywhere,” said Dangermond. “There 
isn’t enough time for each of us to 
experience everything, to collect all the 
data, to do all the research, to invent 
the models, and to understand what 
we need to do to solve the world’s 
problems.” He explained his vision 
of intelligent GIS—GIS knowledge 
helping to document the knowledge of 
those who have experience, establish 
standardized workflows and processes, 
create knowledge repositories, and 

publish the knowledge for others to 
use. “The Internet is helping us to share 
and serve our knowledge and collect 
our individual efforts. GIS networks 
will provide an infrastructure with 
clients, servers, and portals that tell 
us where things are by organizing the 
components.”

Dangermond spoke of GIS as 
an information system for creating, 
managing, and using geographic 
knowledge—not just information, 
but a generic platform for editing, 
mapping, analysis, and visualization. 
“The new technologies of Web services, 
GIS servers, and portals are going to 
provide us with platforms for sharing 
our knowledge,” he said. “We’re going 
to learn to work more collaboratively, 
not just data sharing and working on 
a common project, but by connecting 
our work in a global context, which 
future generations will benefit from. By 
creating, managing, and connecting 
our individual postage stamps of work 
on the earth, you, the GIS professionals, 
will serve the world.”

ArcGlobe Breaks New Ground
Dangermond reiterated that ESRI is 
committed to serving its users and 
responding to their feedback. During 
the past year, product development at 
ESRI has also focused on standards and 
interoperability. 

The Plenary session included 
many software demonstrations 
illustrating the new functionality of 
ArcGIS 9. Even though ArcGIS 9 is 
the next major release of the ArcGIS 
software system, existing applications 
will continue to work unmodified. 
David Maguire, director of products, 
solutions, and international, said 
the new release would include 
improvements in reliability, scalability, 
and interoperability. New capabilities 
and extensions included in the release 
make it a compelling migration release 
for ArcInfo Workstation users. 

There were several compelling 
ArcGlobe demonstrations. Maguire 
said this three-dimensional and analysis 
system inside a GIS was the first of its 
kind—the innovation breakthrough 
of ArcGlobe. With ArcGlobe, users get 
high-performance direct access to all 
of their geodatabase feature classes 
without modifications. It is limited 
only by the size of the user’s hard drive 
and device memory capabilities. The 
software will be shipping with global-
based datasets and three-dimensional 
symbols. The application can run on 
a typical desktop computer or laptop 
enabling you to explore the world in 
many different ways. 

A Week Packed with Events
For the third year, ESRI included a spe-
cial educational User Conference for 
professionals involved in K-12 schools, 
universities, and libraries. More than 
500 attended sessions and presenta-
tions on teacher education, instruc-
tional research, administrative use, and 
using GIS in libraries and museums. 

This year there was also a special 
Survey Summit titled “Bridging 
the Gap.” Nearly 300 professional 
surveyors heard industry leaders give 
presentations about integrating survey 
and GIS technology.

ESRI User Conference—It’s All About GIS 
and Geography

continued on page 11

Ed Figueroa, Trang Trieu, Frank Castillo,and Matt 
Grove, of Hopeworks ‘N Camden, a non-profit 

youth training program and economic development 
strategy based in Camden, New Jersey.
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ESRI President Jack Dangermond addresses 
the crowd.



Continuing the Trek into the 
Unknown
Peter Hillary gave the User Conference 
keynote address. Among his extreme 
risk accomplishments, Hillary has 
climbed Mt. Everest twice. His most 
recent ascent came on May 25, 2002, 
when he was part of a National Geo-
graphic expedition commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the 1953 climb 
of his father, Sir Edmund Hillary.

Reflecting on the momentous 
accomplishments of others, Hillary 
said that 2003 is not only the 50th 
anniversary of the first Mt. Everest 
climb, but also the 200th anniversary 
of the Great Survey of India. In 1803, 
a survey team set out to survey the 
whole of the Indian subcontinent—the 
greatest survey of its type at the time. 
That survey recorded Peak 15 as the 
highest mountain on earth. It was 
named after the Surveyor General, Sir 
George Everest. 

Hillary said that the audience—GIS 
professionals—deal with extraordinary 
challenges all of the time. “We need 
to see them in the context of the 
big picture—just another step in the 
time of exploration, looking forward, 
and doing great things while taking 
advantage of what we’ve learned in 
the past. Summits are lost ground. 
They are brief successes, and you 
must see them for what they are. The 
process of getting there is the exciting 
dynamic part and it is ongoing. There 
is no end to the challenge.”

Cajun and Creole cuisine. Caricature 
artists, magicians, and a live New 
Orleans band performed as attendees 
danced the night away. 

The third and final day of the 
conference was overflowing with 
additional technical sessions, hands-on 
workshops, and customer presentations. 

New this year was an opportunity 
for attendees to visit two different sites 
that have implemented GeoMedia 
technology. The Jefferson Parish 
site tour demonstrated the use of 
GeoMedia technology within a local 
government setting. The St. Bernard 

Middle School site tour enabled 
attendees to see a demonstration of 
how students are utilizing GeoMedia 
technology in the classroom in an 
effort to aide the state of Louisiana in 
emergency preparedness. 

Judging from comments received 
from attendees, GeoSpatial World 
2003 proved to be another excellent 
international forum for training, 
networking, and gaining industry 
insight to foster the application of 
geospatial information. 

GeoSpatial World 2004 will take 
place in Miami Beach, Florida.

Mecklenburg County Receives NACo Awards

ESRI (continued from page 10) GeoSpatial (continued from page 9)

The National Association of Coun-
ties (NACo) awarded three annual 
Achievement Awards for GIS excel-
lence to Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina. The annual Achievement 
Awards Program gives national recog-
nition to county accomplishments and 
enables NACo to build a storehouse 
of county success stories that can be 
passed on to other counties. The three 
awards were presented to Mecklen-
burg County include:

Property Ownership Land 

Records Information System (POLARIS) 
is an Internet mapping application 
(http://maps.co.mecklenburg.nc.us/
website/realestate) designed for access 
and retrieval of maps and GIS data 
layers associated with real property in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.

Sheriff’s Redistricting System 
is an outstanding example of how 
technology can be used to reduce 
costs and improve efficiencies. Using 
this application, the Sheriff’s Office is 
now able to balance and redistribute 

its workload, so all deputies have 
approximately the same amount of 
papers to process

Tax Collections GIS is a unique tool 
that allows Mecklenburg County tax 
collectors to make better use of their 
field collection time and maximize their 
potential revenues collected. By having 
online access to maps showing unpaid 
taxes, collectors can select an area for 
collection activity and then identify all 
the unpaid accounts that are in that 
immediate vicinity. 

The Model Curricula Strawman
The UCGIS Task Force reported on its efforts to define and develop closely 
articulated Geographic Information Science and Technology (GI S&T) model 
curricula at the Summer Assembly in Asilomar, California. The group is work-
ing to define, and prepare for implementation, closely linked model curricula 
that are intended to provide a baseline for the restructuring of existing under-
graduate programs in the area of GI S&T in the United States as well as for 
the efficient establishment of new educational activities in this area.  

The goal is the dissemination and adaptation of curricula that will result 
in more highly and relevantly educated graduates, greater consistency in 
GI S&T degree-granting programs, and increased communication across 
academic disciplines with an interest in GI S&T.

The ultimate success of any such curricula development effort depends 
upon the active participation of a significant component of the GI S&T 
community including both academics and practitioners.  UCGIS invites 
you to review the report and comment through an on-line survey.  Both 
the Strawman document and the survey can be found in the “What’s New 
Section” at http://www.ucgis.org or directly at http://www.ucgis.org/
priorities/education/strawmanreport.htm. 

For further information, contact Susan McDonald Jampoler, UCGIS 
Executive Director at execdir@ucgis.org, or Libbie Wentz at wentz@asu.edu.  
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